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ASSOCIATED PRESS
;K ‘ 14 February 1985

CIA ATTORNEY OPPOSES RELEASE OF DOCUMENTS
3’ BY ED MCCULLOUGH"
WASHINGTON - AN RTTORNEY FOR THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE HGENCY

TOLD A FEDERAL APPERLS COURT TODAY THRT THE MINUTES FROM HIGH-LEVEL
STAFF MEETINGS SHOULD NOT BE MRDE PUBLIC BECAUSE THAT MIGHT INHIBIT
FRANK DISCUSSION. ‘ |

CIA ATTORNEY JOHN BRTES CONTENDED THE MATERIAL WAS PRIVILEGED AND
THUS SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN TO CBS INC.s WHICH REQUESTED 1T AS PRRT OF
1TS DEFENSE ARGRINST A $120 MILLION LIBEL SUIT.

CBS* 1982 pocuMexTRrY ‘‘THE UncounTeEp EneEmMy: 8 YI1ETNAM DECEPTION'?
cRID GEN. HILLIAM KESTMORELANDs WHO COMMANDED U.S. FORCES IN YIETNAM
FroM 1964 1o 1968 DELIBERRTELY UNDERSTATED COMMUNIST TROOP STRENGTH
T0O MRINTAIN POLITICRL SUPPORT IN THE UNITED STATES FOR THE HAR.

HESTMORELAND CLRIMS HE WRS LIBELED.

CBS ARTTORNEY DAvID BOIES TOLD THE THREE-JUDGE PANEL THAT THE MINUTES
KERE NECESSARY TO SHOK THE BASIS UPON WHICH CIR DECISIONS WERE MADE.
BoIES ALS0 REGUESTED AN RNALYSIS OF INTELLIGENCE GATHERING DURING THE
uRR THART THRE CIR comMmissionep 1w 1982,

THE JUDGES QUESTIONED BATES SHARPLY ON WHY THE REPORT SHOULD BE
PROTECTED.

Juoce RENER MiIKvA RSKEDs ‘‘KHEN {DOES) SOMETHING ETOP BEING THE
DELIBERATIVE PROCESS AND STRRT BEING HISTORY?!'!

BATES SAID THE RELEVANT POINT WAS THAT THE REPORT WAS PRODUCED TO
EVALUATE INTELLIGENCE METHODSs ITS USE WAS CURRENT RND PUELICATION
COULD LERD TO ‘‘PUBLIC CRITICISM THAT WOULD DESTROY THE SPIRIT'’' oF
AGENCY DISCUSSION.

CES ALso ASKED THRT THE CIR BE FORCED TO RELEASE A CONGRESSIONAL
STUDY PREPARED SPECIFICALLY ON THE 1967-68 DISPUTE OVER ENEMY TROOP
STREKGTH.

STEVEN R0S5Ss THE GENERAL COUNSEL TO THE CLERK OF THE House oFf
REPRESENTRTIVESs SARID THE STUDY MAS MERELY TURNED OVER TO THE CIf FOR
SAFEKEEPING BUT THRT 'IT REMAINED THE PROPERTY OF CONGRESS.

BOIES CLRIMED THAT THE STUDY KRS NECESSARY FOR 1TS DEFENSE IN PART
EECAUSE OTHER KEY DATR WAS DESTROYED BY TRE CIf.

CBS ALSO HAS ASKED THE COURT To CoMPEL FORMER CIf DIRECTOR RICHRRD
HELMS TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ON VIDEOTARPE. :

LAMYERS FOR CBS SRID THEY MRY REST THEIR CRSE NEXT WEEK AFTER
CORRESPONDENT MIKE WALLARCE AND SEVERAL OTHER WITNESSES TAKE THE _
STAND. THE TRIALs HHICH IS5 TAKING PLACE IN NEW YORKs CURRENTLY IS IN
B FIVE-DRY RECESS. K : o

HESTMORELAND'S LAHYERS ARE DUE TO COMPLETE THEIR CROSS-EXAMINATION
- oF A KEY CBS wiTnesss CoL. GAINS HRKKINS.s WHER THE TRIAL RESUMES

TueepaYy 1IN U.S. District Court. . |
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